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You’ve just heard a series of five parables that seem to be related-yet-not related. Several 

commenters have noted that many of these parables are “stealth-like,” in that there is even greater 

meaning to these parables flying “under the radar.” 

In some fashion or another they speak of something treasured: something great or huge or amazing 

being found in the midst of the ordinary; and that sounds a lot like glimpses of the kingdom, signs 

of God’s reign, reminders of God’s presence and God’s promises. So, in one sense they are 

parables of hope and promise. Yet on another level, there are deeper meanings to be mined from 

these little examples. 

The parable of the mustard seed sounds, at first, like something so wonderful: from a little seed 

comes this great tree-like shrub. There is some exaggeration, to be sure. When Jesus talks about 

birds making their nests in these great mustard “trees,” it sounds amazing. Until we realize that, 

in Jesus’ day, mustard was a weed, a nuisance that grew like kudzu or bamboo. Left to spread 

indefinitely, those weeds can take over or overtake a property.  

Another invader, (stealthily contained in the language and cultural differences of the day) is the 

yeast that is hidden in the three measures (50 pounds) of flour. [The translation, “mixed in” is 

inadequate, as the original Greek indicates the action of hiding something impure—the 

fermented glob of leavening—in the midst of this rather huge stash of flour.] On the plus side, 

this might have been an early form of self-rising flour. 

The parable of the treasure hidden in a field involves some rather slick dealing, because the guy 

who discovers the treasure hides it somewhere else first, before buying the field. That stash 

might have been hidden long ago by an ancestor of the owner, or the original owner might have 

forgotten about that particular cache of coins. It must be a lot, because the purchaser buys the 

field to guarantee that the stash is now legitimately his. 

The merchant who buys the perfect pearl is focused on having the perfect treasure, which is 

probably the best analogy to remind us that the kingdom is an all-encompassing treasure that is 

more valuable than all else that we have, and to live as one who believes God’s reign has made 

itself known means everything we say and do relates to the value we place on this priceless 

treasure. 

Finally, the parable of the great fishing net sounds like a great gathering of the faithful; but the 

sorting of the bad from the good reminds us of the weeds being separated from the wheat; and 

images of an unquenchable fire and weeping and gnashing of teeth. This language speaks of end-

time consequences for unbelievers, and that doesn’t sound much like gospel. But it is a reminder 

that God is the ultimate judge—the one who decides our fate. What this means as far as heaven 

or hell are concerned depends on what you believe about God’s love and mercy. But its 

immediate implication comes to me in the idea of missed opportunities and lost treasure in this 

life. When something happens, especially something that places you face-to-face with your own 

finiteness on this earth, you begin to think about what is important in this life, and the people 

who are important to you. You begin to think about your legacy and how you will be 

remembered. You realize that many opportunities past cannot be regained. And perhaps you 

vow, from this point forward, that your life will be different.  
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In the end, I believe that Jesus is telling us these things to equip us for this life so that we might 

live without regret. By the grace of God, today can be a new beginning, and our lives can make 

more of a difference than we had ever imagined. 

What ties this to the other readings today is the promise that God is eager to give us more than 

we could ever need or desire. Just as the parables all hint at a deeper meaning and finding, in life, 

greater treasure than any words can express, I think that all of these things fit into the framework 

of a God who has worked out the answers to The Big Questions, like our belonging to God 

forever in a relationship where God is always making the first move toward us—whether it 

comes in the form of daily bread, reconciliation with God and with one another, or in any 

number of ways to guide us to living life more fully. 

The parables we heard from Matthew’s gospel came in today (as readings) on the back of a 

section of Romans that not only promises that God won’t forsake us, but also offers us the vision 

that it is God’s will to give (as in: “God so loved the world that he gave…”); and the Spirit is 

already hard at work interceding for us “with signs too deep for words.”  

The idea that God gives was echoed in the 1 Kings [3:5-12] passage today—where God met up 

with Solomon in a dream, and promised him not only the wisdom he desired, but also entrusted 

him with great wealth and other earthly trappings, as well. Solomon will do great things; but as a 

fallible human, he will also make some regrettable mistakes. Yes, God even gives us the freedom 

to stumble. 

So where is the Good News this morning? First, we find glimpses of the kingdom all over the 

place, especially in the parables of Jesus; but we are also reminded that God is with us in our 

day-to-day encounters as well.  God—Father, Son, and Spirit—meets us in the midst of our lives: 

the busyness, frustration, pride, hope, and despair.  

God reaches out to us where we are, physically, mentally, emotionally, spiritually. That’s good 

news! Perhaps the best proclamation of that Good News comes to us through the last lines of 

today’s Romans passage, where the Apostle Paul sums up the love of God and the gift of faith: 

Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will hardship, or distress, or persecution, 

or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? … No, in all these things we are more than 

conquerors through him who loved us. For I am convinced that neither death, nor life, 

nor angels, nor rulers, nor things present, nor things to come, nor powers, nor height, 

nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of 

God in Christ Jesus our Lord.  [Romans 9:35, 38-39] 

Thanks be to God! Amen. 


